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Good Shepherd Sunday 

*Order of Worship Today is Divine Service Setting One LSB, p. 151ff.* 

 

As we Gather 

 

One of the small but interesting features of many cathedral and monastery churches in Europe 

and other places is presence of misericords. A misericord is a small wooden shelf attached to 

the underside of a folding seat in a church, often in the choir area. Misericords physically 

supported people at worship during long periods of standing during extended prayer and other 

services when sitting was not permitted. The term “misericord” means “pity of the heart.” 

That word is part of the church phrase Misericordia Domini, a Latin term for describing the 

acts of mercy of God to His people. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, constantly and consistently 

shows acts of mercy to us as His people. His care comes straight from the heart! 

 

Prelude 

 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Welcome  

 

Opening Hymn           “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” (LSB 902) 

 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

Our hearts in true devotion bow. 

Your Spirit send with light divine, 

And let Your truth within us shine. 

 

2 Unseal our lips to sing Your praise 

In endless hymns through all our days. 

Increase our faith and light our minds; 

And set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 

"O holy, holy Lord Most High!" 

And in the light of that blest place 

We then shall see You face to face. 

 

4 All glory to the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessed Trinity, 

Be praise throughout eternity! 



 

Invocation and Opening Sentences       

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Jesus said: “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there will My 

servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.” 

C: Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the 

head, into Christ. 

 

P: To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust. 

C: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame. 

 

P: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep His 

covenant and His testimonies. 

 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! 

C: And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord! 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

P: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

C: O Lord God Almighty, we confess that we are sinful human beings by nature and 

by deed. We have not put You first at all times. We have not followed in the ways 

You have set forth for us. We have not always been thoughtful caretakers of Your 

creation and have not shared its bounty on all occasions. We have not kept our 

thoughts, words, and deeds fully pure and honorable. We have sinned in ways we 

know and in ways we do not even recognize. We have not honored those in 

authority and have not without reservation encouraged them. We have not 

completely put the best construction on all things and on all people. Have mercy on 

us, O Lord. Forgive us all our sins, and finally by Your grace, bring us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

 



 

Kyrie           (Spoken from page 152 of the hymnal.) 

 

P:   In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise     “Gloria in Excelsis” (page 204 in front of the hymnal) 

 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing— 

Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 

To You, O sole begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 

 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 

Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 

In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And, also with you. 

 

 



P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our 

Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The First Lesson                 Acts 4:1–12  

(Peter and John are brought before the Jerusalem Council.) 

 

4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 

Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the 

word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 
 

5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with 

Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-

priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or 

by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 

of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a 

crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to 

all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is 

the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And 

there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.” 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle Lesson        1 John 3:16–24 

(Followers of Christ are called to love in deed and in truth.) 

 
16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 

for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes 

his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in 

word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20 for 

whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.  
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever 

we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.  



 
23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 

one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 

God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has 

given us. 

 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Proclamation        (Please rise. Sung from page 156.) 

 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 

P:       The Holy Gospel according to Saint John the tenth chapter.  

C:    Glory to You, O Lord.       (Sung from Page 157) 

 

The Holy Gospel       John 10:11–18 

(Jesus prays for and about His disciples.) 
 

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a 

hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 

the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority 

to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to You, O Christ. (Sung from page 157.) 

 

Hymn of the Day    “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (LSB 709) 

 

1 The King of Love my Shepherd is, 

Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His 

And He is mine forever. 

 

 



 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 

My ransomed soul He leadeth 

And, where the verdant pastures grow, 

With food celestial feedeth. 

 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

But yet in love He sought me 

And on His shoulder gently laid 

And home rejoicing brought me. 

 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill 

With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

Thy cross before to guide me. 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And oh, what transport of delight 

From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

Within Thy house forever! 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Message 

 

 

 

Sermon                      Pastor Jacob T. May 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God,  

the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth  

and of all things visible and invisible. 

 



 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God,  

begotten, not made,  

being of one substance with the Father,  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  

and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   

He suffered and was buried.  

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord and giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.   

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,   

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life  of the world to come.  Amen 

 

The Prayers of the Church  

 

P: Lord, in Your love You have called us as Your own, gathered us together, and 

enlightened us by Your Spirit through Your Word. We bring to You our prayer and 

praise.  We thank you for this great treasure.  We are encouraged by your Word to pray 

for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

May we forever find comfort bringing prayers to you. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: We pray for all people of the world, that the Easter joy that shines by the radiance of 

Your Son, our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, would arise in the hearts and minds of all 

people. Grant all Your people the needs of body and life by the daily bread You provide, 

and keep all from harm. Lord, in Your mercy, 



 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Lord of all care, give comfort to those who face troubles in this life in their spiritual, 

emotional, and mental need. Give healing according to Your will for those who face 

physical trials, [including . . .]. Grant peace to all who mourn, that Christ’s Easter 

victory would point beyond earthly death and the grave to the promises assured 

forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Lord of all provision, look with favor upon our land and all in authority that they lead 

with wisdom and compassion for all. Be with those who serve and defend from harm, 

and those who work to keep communities safe and in order. Bless all vocations that all 

would see their work for others as joyful service to You and Your creation. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Grant Your Spirit that our eyes always be open to see Your love for us in Christ through 

Your Word and Means of Grace, that as we live as Your children we love as You have 

first loved us and confidently witness and proclaim the Easter joy within us to all. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Preface 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 



 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 

bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 

dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus             (Sung from page 161.) 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.   

Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven.   

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 But deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom 

         and the power and the glory 

         forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution    

 

P:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

 body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also 

He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this is My  blood of the new testament, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



 

Proclamation of Christ 

 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.    

 

The Peace 

 

P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:   And also with you. 

 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)     (page 163 in hymnal) 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace 

 

The Sharing of the Lord’s Supper  

 

If you would like to commune with us today… 

 

According to 1 Corinthians 11:27-28, 

 

“Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 

sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he 

eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing 

the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” 

 

For this reason, ask yourself the following before you come forward to the Lord’s Supper… 

 

-Do I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, indeed God Himself? 

-Do I recognize that I am a sinner and that I am sorry for my sins? 

-Do I believe that the very body given and the blood shed on the Cross of Calvary are present 

“in, with and under” the bread and the wine? 

-Do I believe that by partaking of the Lord’s Supper I am receiving the forgiveness of my 

sins? 

If you can affirm the above questions with an unqualified “yes”, then you are welcome to the 

Lord’s Table.  If, however, you have any questions about these statements, please talk to one 

of the elders or the pastor before you commune. 

________________________________________________________________________ 



If you have trouble coming up to the communion rail for any reason, please inform the ushers, 

elders or the pastor before the service begins that you would like for communion to be brought 

down to you.  Please sit near the center aisle if you would like this service. 

 

Communion Distribution Hymns 

 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (LSB 686) 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee; 

May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I've come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand'ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now, like a fetter 

Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, 

How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace! 

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

Take my ransom'd soul away; 

Send Thine angels soon to carry 

Me to realms of endless day. 



 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (LSB 411) 

 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 

God sent the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 

 

Refrain 

In Him, there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father (Refrain) 

 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to be with Jesus 

When we have run with patience the race 

We shall know the joy of Jesus (Refrain) 

 

 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” (LSB 710) 

 

1 The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 

The quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul He doth restore again 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

E'en for His own name's sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 

Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

And staff me comfort still. 

 

 



 

4 My table Thou hast furnished 

In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

And my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me; 

And in God's house forevermore 

My dwelling place shall be. 

 

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” (LSB 711) 

 

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;  

Much we need Your tender care.  

In Your pleasant pastures feed us,  

For our use Your fold prepare.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,  

You have bought us; we are Yours.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,  

You have bought us; we are Yours. 

 

2 We are Yours; in love befriend us,  

Be the guardian of our way;  

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,  

Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Hear us children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Hear us children when we pray. 

 

3 You have promised to receive us,  

Poor and sinful though we be;  

You have mercy to relieve us,  

Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Early let us turn to You. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

Early let us turn to You. 

 

 

 

 



 

4 Early let us seek Your favor, 

Early let us do Your will;  

Blessed Lord and only Savior,  

With Your love our spirits fill.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 

You have loved us, love us still. 

 

The Dismissal and Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

 

P: Let us pray.  Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and 

nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Strengthen us so that we may continue to proclaim Your love to all the world and 

keep us to Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The Benediction 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.   

C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn          “All You Works of God, Bless the Lord” (LSB 930) 

 

1 All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

All you angels, now bless the Lord; 

Come, you heavens and powr’s that be, 

Praise the Lord and His majesty: 

 

Refrain 

Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, 

All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, 

All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

 

 

 



 

2 Sing, you sun and you moon above, 

Stars of heaven, now sing His love; 

Dew and showers, you winds that blow, 

Heat and fire, you ice and snow: (Refrain) 

 

3 Frost of winter with song so cold, 

Dews of summer, your song unfold; 

Light and darkness, you day and night, 

Clouds of thunder, you lightnings bright: (Refrain) 

 

4 Hills and mountains, now sing His worth, 

All you green things that grown earth;  

Seas and rivers, you springs and wells, 

Beasts and cattle, you birds and whales: (Refrain) 

 

5 Come humanity, sing along, 

Sing, you people of God, a song; 

Priests and servants, your Lord now bless, 

Join, you spirits and souls at rest: (Refrain) 

 

(Please Rise) 
6 Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart; 

All you humble, His praise impart; 

God the Father and Son adore, 

Bless the Spirit forevermore! (Refrain) 

 

 

P: Go in peace to love and serve our victorious Easter King! 

C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mailing Address 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

248 ALBERT LANE  

PO BOX 72 

GORDONVILLE, MO 63752 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Reaching God’s community by seeking His direction and together growing in His love. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

        We reach God’s community by supporting each other in our faith, encouraging others 

to join with us, and sharing our many blessings with the community. 

 

 


