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First Sunday in Advent 
*Order of Worship Today is Divine Service Setting One LSB, p. 151ff.* 

 

As We Gather 

 

Every morning, the sun rises, alarm clocks sound, foggy eyes open, and then, at some point, 

we get dressed. Socks, underwear, pants, shirts, and shoes: we don clothing that rightly 

corresponds to our vocations, our culture, and even the weather outside. Our clothing serves as 

the marker that sets us apart as a species and as an indicator of societal and individual values 

and traits. As Mark Twain once said, “Clothes make the man. Naked people have little or no 

influence on society.” Twain may have been right on that first part, but his statement excludes 

the first naked people in history, Adam and Eve. And we would argue these two have had 

quite the influence on who we are and where we are going due to both their lack of clothes as 

well as their eventual attire. 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome & Sharing God’s Peace 

   

Opening Hymn              

“The Advent of Our King” (LSB 331) 

 

1 The advent of our King 

Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son  

Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant's form puts on 

To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion's daughter, rise 

To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

With Him in heav'n to reign. 

 



5 Before the dawning day 

Let sin's dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 

Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

Through all eternity. 

 

Invocation and Opening Sentences  

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

P: Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

C:   Lord our God, You are glorious; You are clothed with splendor and majesty. 

 

P:   The Lord wraps Himself in light as with a garment. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

One Advent candle is lit. 

 

P: Let us pray.  O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light that 

shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to 

reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Confession and Absolution   

 

P: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we 

confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 

 

P: We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We 

have neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

C: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from 

of old. 

 

P: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O 

Lord! 



P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And, also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection 

C: we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 

 

P: and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 

C: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

The Old Testament Reading  

Genesis 3:14-21 

(A fallen world sees the effects of sin) 
 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you above all livestock 

    and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

    and he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to Adam he said, 

 

 

 

 



 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

    and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, 

    and to dust you shall return.” 
20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the 

LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm Reading        

Psalm 104 

 

P: Praise the Lord, O my soul. Lord our God, You are glorious; You are clothed with 

splendor and majesty. 

C:   The Lord wraps Himself in light as with a garment. 

 

P:   He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved. 

C:   You covered it with the deep as with a garment. 

 

P:   May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in His works. 

C:   I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

 

P:  May our meditations be pleasing to Him, as we rejoice in the LORD. 

C:  Lord You are clothed with splendor and majesty. 

 

P:   You wrap Yourself in light as with a garment. 

All:   Glory be to the Father, and to the  Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and shall be forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Hymn             

"The Law of God Is Good and Wise" (LSB 579) 

 

1 The Law of God is good and wise 

And sets His will before our eyes, 

Shows us the way of righteousness, 

And dooms to death when we transgress. 

 

2 Its light of holiness imparts 

The knowledge of our sinful hearts 

That we may see our lost estate 

And turn from sin before too late. 

 

3 To those who help in Christ have found 

And would in works of love abound 

It shows what deeds are His delight 

And should be done as good and right. 

 

4 But those who scornfully disdain 

God's Law shall then in sin remain; 

Its terror in their ear resounds 

And keeps their wickedness in bounds. 

 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow'r to justify. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

 

The Epistle Reading            

Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14 

(Put on the Lord Jesus Christ as you await His coming.) 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  

 



 
11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Advent Verse 

 

P: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

P: Lift up your heads, O gates! 

C: And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

 

P: that the King of glory may come in. 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

(Please Rise.) 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.   (Spoken from Page 157) 

 

The Holy Gospel           

Matthew 21:1–11 

(Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem.) 

 

21 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 

me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
 

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

 
 



 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 

colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 

on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the 

crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And 

when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to You, O Christ.  (Spoken from page 157.) 

 

Hymn of the Day         

" Savior of the Nations, Come” (LSB 332 St. 1-3, 6-8) 

 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin's Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh -- 

Woman's offspring pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

(Please Rise) 

 
 



 

Δ8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our King, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Sermon                          Pastor Jacob T. May 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

   The third day He rose again from the dead.  

   He ascended into heaven  

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Holy Christian Church,  

     the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

Doxology   

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, O heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 



 

The Prayers of the Church 

 

P: As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, we turn to the Lord in prayer. 

 

A brief time of silence may be observed. 

 

P: O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church throughout the world to be a 

demonstration of hope. Move the leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the people of our 

Synod to yearn for that coming day when Jesus will reign forever in justice and 

righteousness, and all creation will be restored. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

P: O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our president and Congress, our 

governors and local leaders. Move all leaders to cease envy and boastfulness, injustice 

and corruption. Guide our leaders to be honorable people who do not neglect the poor 

and who strive toward the flourishing of all human beings. Bless those who serve in our 

armed forces and lift up refugees and all victims of war. Bring peace between us and our 

enemies and let Your peace reign over this broken world. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

P: O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who are in need. As You humbly 

entered this world as a vulnerable baby, help all of us to enter humbly the lives of those 

who are sick, facing surgery, or dying, to offer comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring 

healing according to Your will and peace to those whose suffering endures. Thank You 

for the work of doctors, nurses, and other medical professionals who work toward 

healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide scientists searching for cures for diseases 

that bring suffering to the world that their work might lead to healing for. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

P: O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace flow freely in and among the 

families of this congregation. Empower parents and grandparents to love their children 

and children to love their parents. Watch over all who travel and comfort families who 

are separated by many miles. Guide families to be places where Your love is 

demonstrated to strangers as well as to friends. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

P: O Lord of might, help us during this Advent season both to look back to those days 

when our salvation was won in Your death and resurrection and to look forward to the 

day of Your return, when by Your power You will bring the dead to life and restore all 

creation. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 



 

P: O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the grip of death. Comfort those who 

mourn and use us to express the hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring us to be 

with them on that great day to come, and until that day give us grace to endure life’s 

difficulties, while also abiding in Your love. We pray, 

C: hear us, coming Lord. 

 

P: You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that come to You 

in sighs too deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven.   

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

 But deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom 

         and the power and the glory 

         forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Benediction 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (LSB 348) 

 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns 

And light triumphant breaks, 

When beauty gilds the eastern hills 

And life to joy awakes. 

 



 

2 Not as of old a little child, 

To bear and fight and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun 

That lights the morning sky. 

 

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn 

When Christ, victorious rose 

And left the lonesome place of death 

Despite the rage of foes. 

 

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 

Shall dawn upon our race 

The day when Christ in splendor comes 

And we shall see His face. 

 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

And light and beauty brings. 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

Come quickly, King of kings! 

 

P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Reaching God’s community by seeking His direction and together growing in His love. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

        We reach God’s community by supporting each other in our faith, encouraging others 

to join with us, and sharing our many blessings with the community. 

 


